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Module Introduction: Language Awareness  

 

1. Aims 
In this introductory unit a brief introduction to the aims and structure of the course is presented as well as 

the importance and relevance of language awareness for both language teachers and learners.  

 

2. Objectives 
By the end of this module you should be able to:  

● To clarify the aims and structure of the course;  

● To offer guidelines for getting the most out of the course;  

● To measure the needs and expectations of participants;  

● To analyze and identify the benefits of having language awareness for both teachers and learners;  

● To understand the difference between language analysis and language awareness  

● To introduce and familiarize participants with basic language terminology; 

● To explore some of the different ways in which language can be explored and described;  

 

3. Background Reading  
These links and titles are all related to this intro module and are a good start if you would like to learn more 

about LA.  

● Association for Language Awareness (official website for the ALA)  

● https://sites.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/Best%20of%20Bilash/languageawareness.html 

(this website provides an overall definition of LA as well as some questions for reflection) 

● Ellis, E. (2012) Language awareness and its relevance to TESOL. University of Sydney Papers in TESOL, 

7, 1-23. Link 

● Carter, R. (2003). Language Awareness. Key concepts in ELT. English Language Teaching Journal, 57 

(1) 
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4. Intro  
Read the following questions and write down your answers. 

● How long have you been teaching English? 

● How much experience do you have with teaching different nationalities, levels, and types of class (i.e. 

test prep, ESP, etc.)? 

● Think of two reasons why you are taking this course. 

● What do you expect to learn?  

● What does ‘language awareness’ mean to you? 

● What do you see as your strengths and weaknesses, in terms of language awareness?  

 

5. What is language awareness?  

 
Task 1  

Look at the cartoon below and consider what it is saying about communication?  
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Task 2 

Listen to three teachers discussing what language awareness means for them and why they think it is 

important. How do their definitions of language awareness and experiences compare with yours? 

 

6. Defining Language Awareness  
 

The Association of Language Awareness defines language awareness as “explicit knowledge about language, 

and conscious perception and sensitivity in language learning, language teaching and language use” (ALA, 

2012).  It includes the following areas: 

 

● exploring the benefits that can be derived from developing a good knowledge about language; 

● developing a conscious understanding of how languages work; and 

● noticing how people learn them and use them. 

 

Thus, for communication to be effective it is crucial for language teachers, learners, and interlocutors (the 

layperson) to have certain levels of LA.  
 

7. Origins 
Much of what we think about when we talk about LA arose out of work done by Eric Hawkins. Hawkins was 

quick to recognize the importance LA plays in culturally diverse societies. Therefore, his work centred on 

developing learners’ ability to “notice’ and articulate linguistic intuitions, and to apply them both to their 

mother tongue and to the language(s) they learn” (Hawkings, 1984, p.36). Such teachings would both aid 

daily life and cross-cultural understanding.  

 

Task 3 

Look at the following groups mentioned in the definition above. Based on Hawkins’ goals, how would 

language awareness be relevant to their lives? 

● Students 
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● Teachers 

● Interlocutors (the layperson) 
 

8. LA in Language Learning and Teaching 
 

A learner’s awareness of their first language (L1) is linked to their ability to acquire additional languages.  

While it may be unrealistic for teachers to have a comprehensive grasp of each of their learners L1, there                   

are strategies they can deploy. For example, teachers can encourage learners to think about how certain                

concepts are expressed in their language and discuss similarities and differences with the class in general,                

and in same-language small groups. These differences may include semantic, pragmatic, and cultural             

differences. Therefore, LA requires teachers to have high levels of empathy to recognize the challenges               

facing their students.  

 

In most teaching contexts, teachers are expected to be proficient users and skills analysts of the target                 

language. In fact, many LA training modules, target native English speakers who have not had a                

second-language learning experience.  

 

Task 4: Reflection  

Look at the following quote. How does it apply to your own learning and/or teaching experiences? 
 

“...as learners acquire L2, they gain important understandings about language in general, about how languages are structured, 

and about learning strategies that they can put to good effect in learning future languages.” 

(Hawkins, 1999)  

 

Tips for good reflection 

● Be specific 

● Consider your feelings 

● Become aware of your beliefs concerning effective teaching and learning 
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9. Your Language Awareness 
Below is a list of ‘language points’ which are often found in coursebooks and other ELT materials.  

 

How much do you think you know about each point? Nothing at all? A little bit? Almost everything? How 

confident are you in your ability to explain these points to a colleague?  

 

 

For each ‘language item’, choose 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 according to the guidelines below. 

 

1  I have no idea what this means 

2  I’ve got a somewhat vague idea 

3  I know this, though I still get confused at times 

4  We’re buddies! I know it well 

5  I know this like the back of my hand: nothing new to learn 

 

Aspect  1      2      3     4      5 

Adjectives   1      2      3     4      5  

Adverbs  1      2      3     4      5  

Affixes  1      2      3     4      5  

Determiners  1      2      3     4      5  

Conjunctions  1      2      3     4      5  

Conditional sentences  1      2      3     4      5  
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Countable vs. uncountable nouns  1      2      3     4      5  

Defining & non-defining relative clauses  1      2      3     4      5  

Gradable and ungradable adjectives  1      2      3     4      5  

Gerunds and infinitives 1      2      3     4      5  

Lexis  1      2      3     4      5  

Word classes (i.e. Parts of Speech) 1      2      3     4      5  

Noun phrases (Pre and post modification of nouns)  1      2      3     4      5  

Tense  1      2      3     4      5  

Modals of deduction / probability / speculation 1      2      3     4      5  

Modals of obligation / permission 1      2      3     4      5  

Phrases, clauses, and sentences  1      2      3     4      5  

Cohesion and coherence  1      2      3     4      5  

Voice (i.e. active and passive) 1      2      3     4      5  

Quantifiers  1      2      3     4      5  

Reported speech 1      2      3     4      5  

Verb patterns  1      2      3     4      5  

Will vs be going to 1      2      3     4      5  

Phrasal verbs  1      2      3     4      5  
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10 What is Language Analysis?  
 

Task 5 

What would you expect to see or hear in the following texts? 

a. A letter of complaint 

b. An essay 

c. A business presentation 

d. A phone conversation about booking a doctor’s appointment 

 
Write your answers in the discussion section. When you have finished, click on continue to read 
the commentary on Task 5.  
 

11 Input 
Language analysis is how we achieve language awareness. It involves engaging with texts to work out key 

rules and systems. Once we have researched the rules and systems, we can determine our pedagogical 

approach to achieve learning outcomes. Key here is noticing form, phonology, function, meaning, and 

register and appropriacy.  

 

● Meaning: What is trying to be expressed? 

● Function: What is the purpose of the language? 

● Form: What are the parts? How is the structure constructed? 

● Phonology: What phonemic and phonological features are needed to correctly produce the target 

language 

● Register and Appropriacy: In what context this word used? Are there any considerations in terms of 

connotation or formality? 

 

In this course, you will learn how to use inductive approaches to help facilitate guided discovery. This 

approach is grounded in Thornbury’s (1999) assertion that having the learners discover (notice) language 

Property of Learn YOUR English, 2019                         7  
Online Course Excerpt: Grammar for Teachers 

Module 1 Introduction - Language Awareness 
 
 

https://lyenetwork.thinkific.com/courses/grammar4teachers


 

 

 

 

Learn YOUR English  

         Online Course Excerpt:Grammar for Teachers 

         2019 

 
 
systems (rather than presenting them explicitly) is effective and affective pedagogy. As teachers, this 

approach allows us further autonomy over how we use texts to drive language acquisition.  

 

Task 6  

Analyze the following extracts. What key aspects (meaning, function, form, phonology, register and 

appropriacy) would you have to help your students discover about each? 

 

1. He’s obese. vs. He’s chubby. 

2. Nice to see you.  vs. Nice to meet you. 

3. Cheers. vs . Thank you for your assistance. 

4. I have to call her today. vs. I should call her today.  

5. HE nicked the money. vs. The money was stolen.  

 

12 Why Language Awareness and Language Analysis? 

 
Students expect their teachers to be experts in the subject matter. In fact, research (Mosowitz, 1976) has 

shown that when students are asked about what makes a great teacher, they rank their teacher’s 

knowledge of the language higher than their ability to speak it fluently. In this way, language teachers are 

no different from teachers of other subjects. They must be authorities in their field. Moreover, enhancing 

your language awareness and language analysis skills should be considered lifelong pursuits.  

 

Understanding of how language works can help teachers better analyse texts to identify form, content, and 

meaning (Ellis, DATE). Without language awareness, we will be unable to interpret texts, identify suitable 

target language, and design adequate tasks. Once we are able to do analyze language as teachers, we 

become more autonomous in our approach. However, teachers must also be cognisant of of their students’ 

level when introducing language awareness. Thornbury (1999) asserts that “teachers need to be sensitive to 

the learner’s developing interlanguage so that activities can be timed to coincide with the learner’s optimal 

state of readiness.” 
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The prime aim of language teaching is to help the learners achieve their desired level of proficiency in the 

language. Addressing systems and rules is, therefore, crucial. There are arguments of both sides for how 

much time should be dedicated to teaching language awareness. In general, the teacher’s prime roles are to 

provide comprehensible input in a manner that is engaging for the students (Krashen, 1982) and facilitate 

communicative practice so that the students are producing the language (Prabhu, 1987). In terms of 

prioritizing, the overarching consensus is that there should be a balanced focus on fluency and focus on 

form to help avoid fossilisation (Long, 1991).  Encouraging students to notice rules and systems aids and 

often accelerates second language acquisition and ensures that input becomes ‘intake’.  

 
Task 7 

Look at the following tasks. Do they require the students to have low or high levels of interlanguage? 

Explain your answer. 

 

● Performing a role play about asking directions 

● A task-based lesson on designing a promotional poster 

● Discussing a topic 

● Facilitating a seminar 
 

13. Limitations of Language Awareness  
As we have seen in the previous section, language awareness plays an important role for both language 

teachers and students. For students, it promotes understanding between cultures, enhances their cognitive 

ability and prepares them to learn other languages. For teachers, the benefits include ‘cognitive advantages 

of reflecting upon language’ (Carter, 2003) , the ability to ‘notice’ language, and a working knowledge of 

how languages are learned and used.  

 

However, it is also important that teachers are made aware of some of the limitations of such awareness. 

The next task will help you reflect on what language awareness can’t do.  
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TASK 8 

Pre-task Reflection/discussion 

 

Throughout this unit, we have made clear that language awareness means ‘conscious knowledge of how 

language works, or, of how it can be described.’  

 

The following questions take into consideration language awareness for both teachers and students. Before 

working and reflecting on the tasks, consider what might be some of the limitations of language awareness 

for both teachers and students.  

 

For teachers 
● Too much LA can encourage teachers to 

solely focus on language analysis/form and 
not on production; 

●  

For learners 
● Too much LA can discourage learners from 

engaging in speaking tasks; 
●  

 

Now, think about the questions below.  

 

Language awareness for teachers 

1 ‘Strong language awareness is   NOT REQUIRED   HANDY   VITAL       for teachers.’ (Circle what 

you consider to be the best answer) 

 

2 Now justify your answer. If you feel it is not required for teachers, explain why. If you consider it to be 

handy or vital for teachers, in what ways does it help teachers teach?  

 

3 In what ways can language awareness NOT help teachers?  

 

4 Some people believe that a high level of language awareness might actually interfere. Can you think of 

any ways in which this might be the case?  
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Language awareness for students 

 

1 ‘Strong language awareness is   NOT REQUIRED   HANDY   VITAL       for learners.’ (Circle what 

you consider to be the best answer) 

 

2 Now justify your answer.  If you feel it is not required for learners, explain why. If you consider it to be 

handy or vital for students, in what ways does it help learners learn?  

 

3 Much has been said about what it takes to learn a language. What, in your opinion, do you consider to be 

the necessary conditions for language learning to occur? Is language awareness included in one of these 

conditions? 

 

4 What is the connection between a learner’s language awareness and their level of language skill? Does 

the former help the latter to develop? Please explain. 

 

5 In what ways might language awareness actually slow down language learning?  

 

  
14. Summary and Conclusion  
In this unit we have attempted to present an overview of language awareness and its importance for both 

teachers and learners. Add a line here about what to expect in the rest of the modules/how the intro will 

help them tackle those? May inspire to sign up? 

 

Review of Module Objectives 

You should  

● know overall structure of the course and your needs and expectations; 

● be able to analyze and identify the benefits of having language awareness for both teachers and 

learners;  

● be able to understand the difference between language awareness and language analysis ; 
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● be able to recognize basic language terminology; 

● Be aware of the potential downsides of too much focus on language awareness; 

● be able to explore some of the different ways in which language can be explored and described. 
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