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Jay Walker - “The World’s English Mania” 
 

1. READING AND SPEAKING 

 

1.1. Study the definition below. Do you think the word is approving or disapproving? 

 

1.2. How do “maniacs” behave? Match the descriptions and terms on the left to the manias on the right. 

 

1. Hysterical teenagers a. Beatle mania 

2. Deafening crowds, chanting, cheering, booing b. Exercise mania 

3. Rapture, weeping, visions c. political mania 

4. Compulsive over-exercising d. Religious mania 

5. Screaming slogans, waving flags e. Sports mania 

 

1.3. Do you have any manias? What do you have a mania for? 
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2. LISTENING AND READING 

 

2.1. Read the description below. Based on the title and description, write at least five questions that you think 

will be answered in the talk.  

 

 

Jay Walker, an entrepreneur and inventor, is going to give a talk on the world’s “English mania.” He explains why 

two billion people around the world are trying to learn English. He shares photos and spine-tingling audio of 

Chinese students rehearsing English - “the world’s second language” - by the thousands. 
*adapted from TED.com  

 

1. Yes / No 

2. Yes / No 

3. Yes / No 

4. Yes / No 

5. Yes / No 

6. Yes / No 

7. Yes / No 

 

2.2. After you have written the questions, listen to the talk to see if your questions have been answered.                   

Circle/Colour YES for each one that was answered in the talk. 
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2.3. Listening for Details: Listen to the talk one more time and take notes on the following details. What did he                     

say about them?  

 

Topic Notes 

2 billion  

Opportunity  

Gao Kao  

Conversation  

 

3. INTENSIVE LISTENING 

 

3.1. Choose a 30-40 second extract from the talk and transcribe it below. Then, use the interactive transcript                  

from the TED talk and copy it to the original. Highlight some of the words you missed or got wrong. Explain                     

why you think you got them wrong or missed them. 

  

My transcription  

Time:  
 
 
 

Original 

  
 
 
 

Mistakes & words/sounds I had problems with 
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4.  VOCABULARY  

 

4.1. Look at the interactive transcript and find FIVE to SEVEN words you don’t know. Write them on the chart                    

below. Then use the following steps for determining meaning from context. Write your guess for the meaning                 

of each word in the second column. Then, look the words up in a dictionary and write the actual meaning in                     

the last column. 

 

Steps for determining meaning from context:  

1. Determine the part of speech of the word. It will usually be a noun, verb, adjective or adverb. 

2. Look for meaning clues in the word parts. Prefixes, suffixes, and other word parts may help you guess                   

something about the meaning of the word. Note that this step is not always possible with a word, but even                    

something as simple as an “s” on the end of word may indicate that it’s a countable noun. 

3. Look for meaning clues in the context. First, look in the sentence the word is in. Then, look at the                     

preceding sentence as well as the sentences which follow. These are very helpful for inferring meaning.  

4. Make a guess with a word or phrase. Using the above clues, think of a word or group of words that has                       

a meaning that would make sense in the context. 

5. Try the word or phrase in the sentence and determine whether it makes sense. 

6. Check the meaning of the word in the dictionary. 

  

Unknown word My guess Dictionary meaning 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   

6.   

7.    
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5. SPEAKING 

 

5.1. What is your opinion about the following questions? Write them down.  

 

a) What do you think of the English learning methods shown in the presentation? 

b) How important is learning English in your country? 

c) How would you describe the quality of your country’s education system? 

d) Has “English mania” influenced your native language?  

e) How do students in your country learn English? Is it effective?  

f) Is the world pulling English or are the USA, UK, and other English-speaking countries pushing it? 

g) Could Spanish or Chinese take over English as the dominant international language? 

h) Will translation technology slow the need for an international language?  

i) Is English a rich language?  

 

6. SPEAKING 

 

6.1. Study the table below. 

The UK x US Education System  

 

Age Range  British English American English 

2-5 Nursery school / kindergarten Preschool 

5-11 Primary school Kindergarten (5-6) 
Elementary school (5-11) 

11-18 Secondary school  Junior high school (11-14) 
High school (14-18) 

18+ University College/University 

 

6.2. Describe the education system in your country using the British or American system. Make comparisons                

where possible.  
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6.3. Useful Language: Language for Comparing and Contrasting 

 

Discussing Similarities 

Both Chinese and English are difficult. 
The interests of Chinese students  are  similar to the interests of American students.  

My homework is the same as his homework. 

Comparative Forms 

English is more/less difficult than mathematics. 
American students have more/less homework than Chinese students. 

This assignment is longer/shorter than the last one. 

Sentence Structures 

Unlike math class, history has a lot of reading. 
Compared to reading, watching movies is fun. 
Whereas books are heavy,  tablets are light. 
Tablets are light whereas books are heavy. 

 

 

7. SPEAKING: CRITICAL THINKING 

 

7.1. Look closely at the Figure 1 below. Considering both native and non-native speakers, what do you think it                   

says about the English language, and others?  

 

7.2. Debate. With your group, you have ten minutes to brainstorm arguments to support your position. Be                 

sure to include relevant examples. In addition, you should try to predict what the other side will say against                   

you.  

 

Prompts:  

1) English should continue as the lingua franca (i.e. the language people use to communicate outside of their                  

own language).  

2) Due to other languages having more native speakers, another language should overtake English as the lingua                 

franca.  
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Figure 1: 
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8. WRITING SKILLS: GIVING EXAMPLES 

 

Study tip: Writers are often required to give examples. This helps your audience more easily understand your                 

point. Giving examples can also show how well you understand what you have just learned. Below are some                  

useful expressions for introducing examples. 

8.1. Stages of Introducing Examples: 

I. Make your point 

II. Provide an example 

III. Connect them both (How does the example prove your point?) 

 

Example:  

High school sometimes gives students stress. Tests are a good example of this. Before tests, students feel worried 

and have trouble sleeping. High school also ... 

 

Sentence 1: High school sometimes gives students stress. (point) 

Sentence 2: Tests are a good example of this. (example) 

Sentence 3: Before tests, students feel worried and have trouble sleeping.(connect) 

Sentence 4: (Next point of your paragraph) 

 

8.2. Useful Expressions 

 

Such as 

I enjoy learning new thing, such as languages. 

Difficult courses, such as calculus, give students a lot of stress. 

 

Adding an example 

Some subjects give students stress. Calculus is a good example of this.  
Many countries use tests to judge students’ ability. A famous example of this is the Gaokao in China. 

A student’s hard work can be focused on one major test. This is certainly true in the case of the Gaokao in China. 
 

8.3. Writing Prompt: Write an 8-10 sentence paragraph on one of the following topics. 

a) Why do you think so many people are trying to learn English? 

b) Do you think English will continue to be the language people choose to learn? 

c) Compare and contrast the advantages of learning English versus another language.  
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